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TO MR. COKE. 


. On certain circumstances, con- 
nected with the late Meeting 
in the County of Norfolk; and 
particularly on what Mr. Nor- 
GATE has said, relative to a 

’ Reduction of the Interest of the 
National Debt. 


7 s 


Uphusband, Hants, 14th Jan. 1823. 


Sir, 

Twice before I have addressed 
_, letters to you ; and, let me remind 
- you, that, if, when I addressed 
you the first time, -you had paid 
attention to me, and had acted 
-aceordingly, you and the other 
-landlords and the farmers would 
not have been in the. miserable 
_ State in which you now find your- 
Selves. I allude to my letter to 
you, written and published in 
1814. It was at the time when 
the Corn-Bill was first brought 
forward, and when you and Mr. 
_ Western were reproached by Old 


George Rose with wishing to profit 
at the expense of the labouring 
classés. We, at thai time, saw 
you almost hooted by the common 
people, and we saw the name of 
that old tax-swallower written on 
the walls, as being the “ pars 
friend.” 
Then it was that J wrote to you. 

I begged you to be assured, that 
a Corn-Bill would do the land- 
people no good ; that it could only 
tend to delude them-; that, while jit 
ruined the farmers by giving them 
false hopes, it would expose them 
to the hatred of the.rest of the 
nation. I besought you and Mr. 
Western tv look at the Old Lady 
in Threadneedle-street, London; 
to watch her tricks a little ; to see 
how she was at work to pull down 
the price of corn and to double the 
tares. I told you to look well at 
this; and to have nothing to do 
with Corn- Bills. 1 told you, 
‘that, unless the interest of the 
debt were reduced, unless the 
army and the sinecures were lop- 
ped off; unless a change of this 





sort took place, or, unless the 
3 E 
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paper-money were made perpe- 
tual, you must lose your estate. 
This was almost nine years ago. 


You have, from that time to this, 
been beggaring your tenants, or 
the estate would already have 
been nearly gone. You have been 
taking away their capital. You 
have got their fortunes away ; and, 
by that means you have, as yet, 
kept the estate. I do not say, 
nor insinuate, that you have done 
this intentionally. You have been 
deluded as well as they. You 
have been buoyed up with false 
hopes as well asthey. You were 
the dupe of the Corn-Bill project 
as well as they. In short, you 
have, from the time above-men- 
tioned, been going on in the false 
hope that things would come 
about; but, while you have kept 
your estate, your tenants have 
lost their capital. 

Now, Sir, considering these facts, 
facts which are notoriously true, 
I do not think that it is being very 
presumptuous, if I say, that you 
ought to attend to me now; and. 
further, that you ought greatly to 
distrust the judgment of those 
who differ from me in opinion. 


associate in the Cern-Bill affair) 
has. made an open declaration, 
not of his former errors: Oh, no! 


Your great, thundering county- 





Istatesmen never do such mean 
things as that. But, he-has made 
‘an open declaration, that the in- 
terest of the debt ought to be 
reduced. He has, by long and 
deep study, and by reading 
Hume and Audem Smeth (the 


that it is the paper-money and 
the Bank-works that are working 
him out of his estate ; and that 
the Corn-Bill was a most shocking 
delusion. One would have thought 
that this gentleman, when he 
came to put pen to paper on this 
subject, would, at the very onset, 
make a confession of his past 
errors, and express his regret that 
he did not, at the proper time, 
listen to my advice. O Lord, no! 
who could expect such a thing 
from a great Essex-statesman, 
who could quote Hume the pen- 


for up to that time’ he kept on 
bellowing for corn-bills and seed- 





taxeater) and Locke, found out, — 


sioner, and Smith and Locke, the 
taxeaters? Besides, they were ~ 
dead; and there was no fear of © 
his doing any thing to make them 
powerful. So hereferred to them — 
as the men who had foretold all — 
about the matter! yet this placed — 
him in an awkward dilemma; for 
' he had always had them with him; | 
The great Essex-statesman (your |their books formed part of his | 
learned collection; and be should | 
have looked into them before 1819; _ 
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bills and ascribing the distress to 
a surplus produce. If he was 
resolyed not to read me; and if 
he thought it necessary to appeal to 
these learned worthies,who, by-the- 
bye, never did know because they 
never could know any thing at all 
about the matter; if they were 
his guides to truth, why did not he 
read them sooner’? The truth is, 
that false pride, which he ascribes 
to the Ministers, is ten thousand 
times more conspicuous in himself ; 
and, I wish I could say, Sir, that 
this false pride was entirely absent 
during the late proceedings in the 
county of Norfolk. 

In speaking of those proceedings, 
it is unnecessary for me to goagain 


into the history of them. That} 


history is pretty well known al- 
ready. What I mean to address 


you upon is, an assertion which 
is, I see, circulating through the 
that you did not 
approve of that part of the resolu- 
tions which relate to a reduction 


newspapers, 


of the debt. Now, Sir, it isa 
fact which 1 know well, which 
you know as well as I, and which 
is known to the whole county, that 
the: resolutions moyed by Mr. 
Thurtell were shown to you and 
approved of by you before they 
were brought to the meeting. 
I believe, also, that you saw the 
petition which F intended to. Laat 
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| pose to the.meeting if nobody else 
would do it. Of this, however, I 
am not certain. I am quite certain 
that you saw and approved of the 
resolutions. At the meeting, if 
[ am not very much mistaken, I 
saw you hold them in your hand, 
I heard you read them, I heard 
you comment upon each, and I 
heard you express your decided 
approbation of the whole and of 
every one of them. 

So much for the fact of your 
approbation of the proposition to 
reduce the interest of the debt. 
Now, for the folly of hoping for 
relief to the land, without such 
reduction. It is very clear that 
there are now forty millions a 
year collected in taxes more than 
was collected in the year 1790; 
and it is perfectly notorious that 
the prices of the produce of the 
land are not higher than they 
were in 1790. These forty ‘mil- 
lions are taken in great part out 
of the inceme yielded by the land. 
How happens it, then, I shall be 
asked, that the landlords get any 
rent at all. Ask your tenants, 
Sir, how that matter is. They 
will tell you that they were rich 
men a few years ago, and that the 
very richest of them is now, cont- 
(paratively, a poor man. They 
have, in fact, ever ‘since the year 
‘1814, been giving you, year‘after 
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year, a part of their capital. You 
have not got rich by this, if you 
have had mortgages or annuities 
to pay; but, this circumstance 
makes no difference to the tenant. 
He loses his capital; and your 
getting his capital away from him 
preserves to you your estate. 

I shall be told that this cannot 
be the case ; that farmers cannot 
be losing all the rent they pay; 
for that they are still willing to 
take farms. 
eases; and I will tell you why. 


They are, in some 


The false notion spread abroad 
about the corn-bills; the delusions 
spread abroad by the newspapers 
and by none more than by the 
wretched things in Norfolk; all 
the false notions about the effect 
of war upon prices ; all the pains 
taken by Ricardo and the Minis- 
ters to make the nation believe 
that things would come about ; all 
these together, have produced in 
the minds of the renters of land 
such a confusion of ideas, that it 
is no wonder that they should en- 
tertain the notion that prices will 
rise. They do entertain this no- 
tion ; or, at least, many of them 
do ; and, therefore, they take farms 
upon a speculation of rise in prices. 
If they could see the real cause of 
the fall of prices, they would neither 
take farms nor keep farms, if they 
have any money to lose. If the 
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Register for one year back ; if the 

fifty-two nuwbers could, all at 

once, be placed in the hands of 

every farmer in England ; and, if 
every farmer were to sit down and 

read the fifty-two numbers through, 

there would not be one more farm 

taken in England. Not a farthing 

ofrent would be given for any farm ; 

for, be the farm what it may, it is 

no where now worth one farthing 

of rent, and in nine cases- out of 

every ten, the cultivator of the 

farm must lose money if he keep 

the buildings in repair, pay the 

taxes, the tithes and the rates, and 

pay no rent at all. 

After a full age of the most com- 
plete delusion that ever was wit- 
nessed in the world; after the 
habits of high prices and high ex- 
penses ; after the talking about 
hundreds instead of tens for nearly 
thirty years ; that is to say, during 
the whole of the time that nineteen 
twentieths of the present farmers 
have been farmers ; after. this, it 
is not so easy to make them talk 
of tens instead of hundreds. Be- 
sides this, the idea of land being 
worth no rent ct all, is so novel, 
so strange; it is something so in- 
credible that we are not to be at 
all surprised if the mass of the 
farmers cannot believe it. The 
truth is, that the land is worth some 
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as ever ; but another truth is (and 
this truth is not easy to see all at 
once), the tax-gatherer comes now 
and receives the rent. He comes 
in so sly and secret a manner, 
except in the case of the assessed 
taxes and the poor-rates, that the 
farmer does not see him. He slips 
into the malt-house, the ale-house, 
the chandler’s-shop, the tan-yard, 
the soap-boiler’s, the candle- 
maker’s; and he lays his hand 
upon the wages of the labourer, 
the smith, the wheelwright ; and, 
in short, upon every creature that 
the farmer has any thing to do 
with. To satisfy his demands, 
which are irresistible, observe, all 
come to the farmer, who, in the 
course of the year, pays to the 
tax-gatherer that which he ought to 
keep to pay to the landlord. The 
farmer does not perceive this ; if he 
did he would see that he had got 
two landlords, and he would begin 
to see the whole-matter in the true 
light. As things are now; his mind 
is in a state of confusion about it. 
He hopes that things will mend, 
though he can give you no reason 
for his hope; and if he has any 
money in his pocket, and sees a 
farm that he can get for a hundred 
a-year, which let lately for two or 
three hundred a-year, he jumps at 
it as a great prize, and gives away 
the hundred a-year to the landlord. 
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There is another notion of the — 
farmers ; namely, that it is better 
to keep on; because they shall 
get so little for their stock if they 
sell it off. This is surprisingly 
foolish to be sure. It arises, 
however, out of their not knowing 
the cause of the depression of 
prices. It arises out of their 
notion that things will come about, 
and of course that their stock will 
be worth more than it now is. 
Nevertheless, it is the ground- 
work of their decision ; and, thus, 
to avoid selling the stock what 
they call cheap, they give it away 
to the landlord. 

Another of the. notions that is 
working the capital out of the far- 
mer into the pocket of the land- 
lord, is this, that 
“another war;” that “a good 
would cause high prices 
again. It is in vain to tell them 
that no war before the last war 
ever caused a rise in prices. 
That it was not the last war that 
caused a rise in: prices; that it 
was Pitt’s small bank-notes and 
depreciated paper-money; that 
when the prices fell (as they did 
nearly one half) at the peace of 
Amiens, it was not because there 
was peace, but because the Bank 
drew in its paper in order to be 
prepared for paying in cash; 
that when the prices rose up again 


that war; 


’ 


war,’ 
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in 1803, it was not because there 
was war again, but because the 
Bank put forth its paper again 
and was protected from payment 
in cash until six months after a 
peace shoul come. That when 
the prices fell in 1814, it was not 
because there was peace; but 
hecause the Bank had drawn in 
this paper again in order to be 
prepared for payments in cash; 
that, in short, it was the paper- 
money that caused the high prices, 
and not the war: it is in vain to 
tell them all this. Indeed, nobody 
does tell it them except myself. 
But, it is in vain to tell it them. 
They have had high prices in war 
and low prices in peace; and 
they do believe and they will 
believe that war always did and 
always will make high prices, and 
that peace always did and always 
will make low prices. 

However, a time will come, 
when this delusion will be of no 
use to the landlords. 1 do not 
say that the delusion will ever be 


But, this | 


know, that it has not many months 


removed entirely. 


to work before it will remove the 


last shilling out of the pockets of 


the deluded. There is a certain 
number of the farmers (and I am 
happy to perceive that the num- 
ber is pretty large in Norfolk) on 
whom the delusion has spent it- 





self. What these have not lost 
they will keep. They will take 
no farms, I will warrant. them. 
Those who are still deluded will 
have soon lost their last shilling ; 
and then the saddle comes upon 
the right back; then the burden 
falls on the right shoulders: 
then it comes upon the landlords. 
The farmers are a great body. 
There may be, perhaps, éwenty 
of them to one landlord. The 
means that will beggar the twenty 
wili keep the one on his legs for 
awhile, even if his estate be 
pretty deeply dipped. But, when 
the twenty are reduced to four or 
five, the landlord with a dipped 
estate will be pretty nearly a 
beggar; and finally he will be 
quite a beggar. I mean a real, 
a literal beggar; and, great as 
your estate is, Sir, not an acre of 
it will remain to you, in a very 
few years’ time, unless more than 
half the present taxes be taken 
off. You did me the honour to 
present my petition to Parlia- 
ment. I sent it in the way of 
prophecy. I say, in that petition, 
that my lot is merely a specimen 
of what is and what will be ge- 
neral. You might, Sir, have 
seen, in that petition, your own 
fate. You saw clearly how my 
estate. passed away from me; 
and, in much about the same 
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way, yours will pass away from 
you, unless more than half the 
present taxes be taken off. 
Observe, Sir, that I am well 
aware, that the landlords will be 
kept on their legs as long as there, 
is any thing to drain out of the, 
farmers. They will, at last, 
seize and sell the very beds from 
under the farmers. They are at 
it now every day. They are 
going on finishing the poor fel- 
lows one at a time. But, this, 
though it lasts longer than one 
could hardly believe possible, 
must have an end, Mr. Western 
says, that two-thirds of the farmers 
are insolvent. That is pretty 
well; but, he means, all but their 
stock. The stock goes next; and, 
I should think, that next year, at 
this time, will witness a general 
breaking up, though, perhaps, not 
at all a noisy one. The year 
after that will see things in a 
curious state. The farmers will 
have been completely emptied 
out. There will be no capital 
left to pay rents out of. There 
will, of course, be no rents, ex- 
cept for houses, parks and pad- 
docks, let to fundlords and dead- 
weight. Land will be sold for 
a mere trifle. Probably, good 
land for five pounds an acre. The 
dead-weight and the parsons 
and the placemen and pensioners 
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and sinecure people and fund- 
holders will become the pur- 
chasers of the land. There will 
be an end, first, of the present 
race of farmers, and, next, of the 
present race of landlords; and 
then revolution No. 1, will be 
completed. After that will follow 
revolution No. 2. But, you will 
have no interest in that. . Your 
part will have been finished; and 
you will have retired to undress ! 
Your acting will be ended, quite 
over, before March 1826. I de- 
sire this prophecy to be remem- 
bered. I suppose your estate to 
be quite clear. But, I know, 
that you will get nothing for it 
two years from this day; and, 
then it is no estate. If this thing 
could go on as it is going on, and 
as you are represented as wishing 
it to go on, I should not be at 
all surprised to see you glad to 
get a loaf or a joint of mutton in 
exchange for afarm. Your land, 
would, in fact, be like the land 
that those deadly rogues, the 
American land-jobbers, sell to 
the gulls in England. It is good 
land; it is rich land, it is deep 
moulded, it has fine streams on it ; 
but, it will Jet for nothing; and, 
therefore it is worth nothing. 
Now, nothing can possibly pre- 
vent this but taking off the taxes, 
down to about thirteen millions 
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a-vear from sixty millions. It 
will not do to come to the taxes 
that existed in 1790. 


go further back. The paper was, 


You must 


in fact, depreciated in 1790. In 
1793 Pitt was compelled to put 
out the five-pounders; but his 
paper was depreciated the mo- 
ment he began his Sinking Fund. 
That was the beginning of the 
mischief. Thus began the false 
prosperity. 

If only half the taxes were 
taken off, there would be some 
vent, and then the transferring of 
the estates would be slower, though 
the work would, even then, go on 
For, if half the taxes 


were taken off, rents would not 


rapidly. 


be more than half what they were 
in 1790. Aye, I say this. You 
may believe me, or not, as you 
please. I know that it cannot 
be otherwise. Iam glad that it 
cannot, so that my wishes may 
have something to say in the mat- 
ter. But, recollect, I wished for 
what I predicted in Letter to Tier- 
ney; and that did not prevent the 
prediction from being fulfilled. 
The estates will change masters 
The dead- 
weight and the rest of the tax- 
receivers will advance 
upon the land. 


in this sort of wavy. 


money 
Their advances 
will be in proportion to the rent. 


The rent will become less and 
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less; and the dead - weight and 
other tax-receivers will take the 
land in payment of the advances. 
I do not see any difficulty in this 
It is in No. 2. 
when the occupiers will be wholly 


revolution No. 1. 


without capital, and will be a sort 


‘of bailiffs to some public autho- 


rity, that a stiff hand will be re- 
quired. 1 think it not impossible, 
that the far greater part of the 
present landlords will have rea- 
son to be grateful to us who have 
stood up against Malthus and 
Scarlett.. Perhaps little pensions 
may be settled on them, though I 
do not see why they should not 
follow the farmers te the common 
poor-house. They now look on 
very coolly, while their tenants 
are going thither; and, for my 
part, I detest all aristocratical 
distinctions on the pauper-list. 
Would you prevent this result! 
Take off three-fourths of the 
taxes, then. And, how are these 
to be taken off without a reduc- 
tion of the interest of the debt? 
The debt it is that demands the 
army. Out of the sixty millions 
the debt costs more than forty. 
And, would you let all this re- 
main? If you would, what do 
you mean by praying for relief? 
What relief can there be, if all 
this remain? There can be none; 
and to ask for it is childish. t is 
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the same as saying to the Govern- 
ment: pray, relieve us; but do 
not do that which alone can give 


4 ‘ 


> you the power to grant our 


i} 


Some she 


prayer. 

I will now examine a little more 
closely what has been said, on this 
This 
q :: gentleman has, in a letter in the 
_ Morning Chronicle, stated, that 
__ he was one of the Committee that 





~ subject, by Mr. Noreare, 


drewup the Resolutions. He has 
made himself the interpreter, not 
only of the Committee, but also of 
» you and of the Rev.—Glover. And 
_ now let us see what the Resolution 
» says, and what Mr. Norcare says 
he and you meant it to say. The 
a Resolution was in the following 
> words :—* That from the failure 
sg of all the measures recom- 
> “mended by the Agricultural 
“ Committees of the House of 
“Commons, this Meeting is fur- 
_ “nished with additional reasons 
_ “ for believing that the desirable 
_ “ transition from our present state 
“of distresses to future prospe- 

“rity, cannot result without an 

“abolition of all needless, and 
| “therefore useless places, peti- 

“ sions, and sinecures, and such a 

“ reduction of the National Debt as 

“is required by the preseat circum- 
“ stances of the country, and the 
“imperative claims’ of public jus- 
“ tice.” ‘This was the fourth Re- 
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olution. The second had re- 
proached the Ministers with noé¢ 
having taken off a sufficiency of 
faves; and the third had declared 
this: that “ not only is taxation the 
“ leading cause of our distress, but 
“that a burden so overwhelming 
“‘ cannot be borne, and ought not 


“ to have been imposed.” 


Now, Sir, is there sense in these 
words ; can one man ever know 
what another man means, if this be 
not a prayer to deduct from the 


fund-holder a part of what he now 


Here it is all, plain 
Take off 
taxes, and give the fundholier less 
If this be 
not the meaning of these words, 
At any 


receives ? 
as words can make it. 


than you now give him. 


words have no meaning. 
rate if this he not the meaning of 
these words, the county would have 
cuta pretty figure indeed, if it had 
passed these resolutions. It was 
said, that the meeting did not hear 
the petition; but, if that were 
true, it was as good as hearing that 
which they could not understand. 
However, let us see how Mr. Nor- 
cate of Hethersett makes out his 
interpretation. He must, I think, 
be called, henceforth, the interpre- 
ter. Imust, I see, take the whole 
of his letter ; for it is a most curi- 
ous piece of entanglement. The 
letter is addressed to the Editor of 
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the Morning Chronicle ; and is in 
the following words : 


“Sir, 


“JI conceive that a grievous 
“ misapprehension exisis as to 
“ the object and intent of one of 
‘* the Resolutions proposed by Mr. 
‘“ Alderman Thurtell at the late 
‘© Meeting of the County of Nor- 
“‘ folk; I allude to the fourth, 
‘‘ which is couched in the follow- 
‘ing terms, and which is repro- 
‘““ bated by you in most unmea- 
‘* sured language :— 


4. ‘* That from the failure 
“of all the measures recom- 
‘“ mended by the Agricultural 
“ Committee of the House of 
“ Commons, this Meeting is 
‘‘furnished with additional 
‘reasons for believing that 
** the desirable transition from 
‘* our present state of distress 
** to future prosperity, cannot 
** result without an abolition of 
“all needless, and therefore 
‘* useless places, pensions, and 
** sinecures, and such a reduc- 
*‘ tion of the national debt as 
‘is required by the present 
* circumstances ofthe country, 
‘** and the imperative claims of 
‘* public justice.” 


* The Resolutions were not 
drawn up by myself, but having 
been one of the Committee which 
gave them its sanction, I feel 
personally bound to disclaim 
the interpretation which you 
have given to that which is 
here transcribed, and to give 
you my own in exchange. You 
have attacked itas if it were a 
tocsin sounded for national bank- 
ruptcy, confiscation, and plun- 
der. Mr. Wodehouse himself 
did not go to this extent; he 
objected to the Resolution that 
it was ‘vague and indefinite ;’ 
and asked, ‘Who is to be the 
‘judge as to what portion of 
‘the National Debt is to be re- 





To Mr. Coxe. 





148 


“ «daced? Some will require a 
‘* ¢ third, some a half, some per- 
‘“<* haps the whole. Ratherthan give 
‘‘*the slightest countenance toa 
“ ¢ petition founded on such vague 
‘* ‘reasoning, I wouid rather never 
“‘¢enter the door of the House of 
** * Commons again.’ In petitioning 
‘* Parliament for such a reduction 
‘‘ ag is required by the present 
‘* circumstances of the country, it 
‘‘ is clear that the petitioners did 
“not presume to exercise their 
*“ own judgment as to the extent 
‘“« required, but purposely left that 
‘* to the wisdom and judgment of 
“the Legislature ; and, in ex- 
‘* pressly confining their petition 
** to such a reduction only ‘ as the 
** ¢ imperative claims of publicjus- 
‘tice require,’ they abjure any re- 
duction which public justice does 
not require. Mr. Wodehouse, in 
** his speech, did not advert to this 
‘* very essential qualification ; you 
have adverted to it, but most un- 
charitably and unjustly, beeause 
you call it a mere ‘ pretence,’ 
without the possibility of knowing 
whetherit was a mere pretence or 
“not. But allow me a few words 
‘‘ more in explanation: the annual 
income of a nation consists in the 
united produce of its agriculture, 
manufactories, and commerce; 
that is, in its productive industry. 
From these sources only, there- 
fore, can the public revenue be 
raised. When the future income 
to be derived from these sources 
is mortgaged by the existing 
Government for its necess.ties, 
whether fancied or imaginary, 
the payment of loans thus raised 
in the name of the nation—or at 
any rate, the payment of the 
interest of them—is guaranteed 
to the individuals who advance 
them by the national honour and 
the national faith. I would con- 
tend, therefore, with as much 
ardour and as much sincerity aS 
** yourself, equally for the inviola- 
“ bility of funded~property, and of 
‘“‘every other description of pro- 


e 
“ec 


“ec 


‘ 


o 


a 


- 


se 


a 


‘ 


. 


“ec 


“é 


ae 


sé 


‘ 


- 


“ee 


‘ 


. 


“ 


ce 


7% 


‘ 


“e 


* 


ee 


‘ 


a 


“< 
“ 


ce 







































7 - 
re 


% 


io 
a * 





is 


hy 


JANUARY 


= * perty, and reprobate as much as 


-* you do the doctrine, wherever 


 * itistaught, of robbing one class of 
_ the community to enrich another. 


: 





« But, Sir, [humbly conceive that a 
_ * redaction of the National Debt is 
_ * to beeffected by other means than 


* confiscation and plunder. Itis well 
_* known that under the name of a 


_ “Sinking Fund, a very seductive 


_ * delusion has long been imposed 
_ * upon the public: scheme after 


= 


ut ** scheme has been projected, bub- 


» “ble after bubble blown and sent 
_ -*‘into the air, where it has gaily 


a 


' * floated for a time and then burst. 
'. ** * Political economy is to a State,’ 


- *‘says Mr. Mill, *‘ what domestic 


_ “economy is to a family.’ As in 


* private life a debt can only be 


_ “discharged by an encroachment 
_ * on capital, or an appropriation of 


_ *‘ redundant income to its liquida- 


** tion; so is the excess of revenue 


_ “above expenditure the oniy Sink- 
~ “ing Fund by which the Public 


> “Debt can be discharged, unless 


_ ‘‘ weadopt the courageous measure 


_ “making one great national effort, 


| “suggested by Mr. Ricardo, of 


+4 


+ “namely, the sacrifice of a portion 


> 


eo : of the national capital, in order 
» “‘ to reduce it, 


... An increase of re- 
| |, venue, then, and a diminution of 
_,, ©Xpense in carrying on the con- 
_ cerns of Government, are the only 


_ “‘ means by which an effective Sink- 
_~ ing Fund can be raised, and the 


; rv 


3 National Debt be reduced. All 
_ “ that the peccant Resolution which 


> “has excited your wrath proposes 


% is, that all useless places, pen- 
‘sions and sinecures, should be 
*‘ abolished, and that the grinding 
“* pressure of taxation should be di- 
“‘ minished, and, as a consequence, 
“ that such a reduction of the Na- 

_ tonal Debt should follow, as this 

diminished expenditure and in. 

‘creased revenue of the country 

“would enable Government to 

“effect. It is an egregious and 

‘‘ fatal error to suppose that the 

“ proceeds of a tax are commen- 

 surate with the amount of its 
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“ assessment; so far from decreas- 
‘ing in proportion as the rate of 
“ taxation is diminished, in nine 
‘“* cases out of ten, the proceeds in- 
“ crease as the rate is reduced ; 
“new and unexpected resourres 
‘“ are opened, and a more extended 
“‘ activity is the consequence of re- 
“duction. An illustration is just 
“ before me.—Your excellent pa- 
“ per of yesterday (Monday, Jan. 6) 
“announces a total increase of 
““the revenue in the year ending 
“ Jan. 5, 1823, of nearly a million 
‘sterling, as compared with the 
“ preceding year; and this is chiefly 
‘* attributed to the increased con- 
“sumption of exciseable articles, 
‘resulting from the reduction of 
“the duty on malt. The ‘ Resolu- 
‘tion’ which I have thus endea- 
‘‘ youred to rescue from reproach, 
‘* first assumes that a relative in- 
‘crease of revenue will result from 
** severe economy und retrenchment in 
‘‘the public expenditure; it nert 
‘‘ assuines that a positive and still 
‘“‘ greater increase of revenue will re- 
“ sult from the stimulus given to 
‘productive industry by a /arge 
‘* reduction of the present amount of 
‘“ tares: and, lastly, it urges the ap- 
‘* propriation of this positive and rela- 
“ tive increment to a reduction of the 
“ National Debt, as a means of giv- 
‘“‘ ing yet greater force and perma- 
“nence to so desirable a stimulus. 
‘* Such at least is my interpretation 
‘of it; and if such had not been 
“the interpretation of it by Mr. 
“ Coke, and the Rev. Mr. Glover, I 
‘know both those gentlemen tvo 
‘* well to believe they would have 
‘* suffered it to pass without censure 
‘and opposition. I am, Sir, your 
** obedient servant. 
“TT. S. NORGATE,” 


‘* Hethersett, Norfolk, 
Jan. 7, 1823.” 
I have looked well at this letter, 
and I do declare it to be at one 
and the same time the most gross 
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piece of folly and the most scan- 
dalous piece of shuffling that I 
ever sat my eyes on. The writer 
reminds the editor of the Chro- 
nicle that “ the drawers of the 
‘“ resolutions took special care, 
“ to abjure any reduction not re- 
“quired by public justice.” He 
calls this an essential qualifica- 
tion! Oh, yes; very essential, 
to be sure! Just as essential as 
the qualification in the prayer of 
the Men of Kent, who only prayed 
for a just reduction of the interest 
of the debt! And 


the petition which the county of 


That was all! 


Norfolk agreed to, on/y prayed tor 
an ‘ equitable adjustment with 
So 


Mir. Norgate might have 


regard to the public debt.” 
that, 
spared this observation of his; 
for, who ever prayed for an un- 
Mr. 


Western, Lord Stourton, and the 


just reduction of the debt! 


other advocates for reduction, all 
To be 


sure, no men ever professed to 


say that reduction is just. 


pray for that which they them- 
selves called unjust. 

When, indeed, Mr. Norgate 
comes to talk about his being 
ready to fight for the inviolability 
of funded property, he talks non- 
sense; and the meeting may con- 
gratulate itself upon not having 
adopted any thing proposed by 
him. But now we come to his 
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The re- 


solutions pray for a reduction of 


famous interpretation. 


taxation. They complain that 
taxes enough have not been taken 
off; they declare taxation to be 
the leading cause of the distress ; 
they declare its weight to be such 
that it cannot be borne ; they then 
pray for an abolition of places, 
pensions and sinecures, and a re- 
duction of the debt. That is to 
say, a lessening of the expense of 
these things, in order that taxes 
may be taken off. I put it to you 
as aman of sincerity, Sir, whether 
this be not the meaning of these 
resolutions ? 

Now, then, what says the in- 
terpreter of Hethersett? It is 
not very easy to say distinctly 
what he means; but if his words 
have any meaning at all, this is 
their meaning; that there ought 
to be ‘ an increase of revenue to 
“arise from the taking off of 
“taxes.” Nay he goes on, one, 
two, three, and says, that the re- 
solution assumes, first, that an 
increase of revenue will result 
from retrenchment; that it next 
assumes that a greater increase of 
revenue will result from a large 
reduction of the present amount 
of taxes; and, lastly, that it urges 
the appropriation of this increase 


of revenue to the reduction of the 
national debt!!! 
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_ that declare it to be such as can- 
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. Good God Almighty, was im- 
pudence like this ever exhibited 


est Admiral that the world ever 
You have 
-also the greatest Provost-Marshal 
and 
now you have the greatest IN- 
-TERPRETER! Happy Hether- 
sett! Blessed and ever honoured 

amongst villages! Never was 
interpreter equal to the one that 
Here is a 
set of resolutions that complain 
bitterly of the weight of taxation ; 


thou hast produced! 


not be borne; and that pray for 
an abolition of sinecures and a 
reduction of the debt; and that 
mean, after all, that there ought 
to be an increase of revenue, that 
is to say, of taxes, wherewith to 
pay off and not reduce the debt! 
And this the interpreter says was 
your meaning and Mr. Glover’s 
meaning. But, Sir, do look at 
the impudence of this person. 
He says, first the resolution as- 


assumes that; and lastly that it 
urges this. It assumes nothing 
of the kind. It urges nothing of 
the kind ; and this interpretation 
is a piece of bold bare-faced 
shuffling, into the commission of 


Which the writer has been urged 
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by the bullying of the London 
newspapers, who do not mean 
what they say; who would as 
lieve the debt should be reduced, 
as not, only they think, just at 
present, that a majority of their 
readers are against it! I wish 
Mr. Norgate had known these 
noisy gentlemen as well as I do. 
He would then have kept his in- 
terpretation to himself, and might 
have gone on to the end of his 
life with the character of a man 
of sincerity. Be you assured, 
Sir, that there is not a man in 
London, or in any part of the 
country that does not see the re- 
solutions in their true light, and 
that is not firmly persuaded, that 
you most anxiously wish for a 
reduction of the interest of the 
debt. 

But, are not you struck with the 
singularity of the circumstance, 
that all these newspapers, who 
have been crying out against the 
Norfolk resolutious, should be so 
silent as they are with regard to 
the plain, openly avowed wishes 
of Mr. Western and Lord Stour- 
ton. Sir John Sinclair, with his 
straw pen, is a little more upon the 
disguise, though he proposes to 
take ten’ per cent. off the interest 
of the debt; but Mr. Western 
and Lord Stourton explicitly de- 
mand a large reduction of the in- 
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terest of the debt. Mr. Western 
says that the fundholders are com- 
ing and shoving the landholders 
out of their family mansions. He 
says, and he truly says, that they 
are receiving more than twice as 
much as they ought to receive. 
Lord Stourton calls wpon the 
prime minister for protection 
against the fundholders; and will 
you, Sir, at the head of the 
greatest body of sufferers in the 
kingdom, have the weakness to be 
frightened from taking the same 
part; and to be frightened, too, 
by a set of bullying newspapers ! 

However, whether you submit 
to this or not, the county will not 
submit to it. And now, Sir, let 
me very respectfully beg you to 
observe how completely guarded 
the expressions of the petition 
are; and atthe same time, how 
free trom the possibility of being 
misunderstood. The Morning 
Chronicle observes, that this 
petition makes the matter pal- 
pable, at any rate. That is pre- 
cisely what was meant. The 
fault that I found with the reso- 
lutions was, that they were not 
specific ; that they were open to 
misinterpretation ; that they were 
liable to be misunderstood ; that 


they did not distinetly tell the 


i ae 
Parliament what the county 


wanted. The petition prays for 
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a reduction ef the interest of the 
debt; it asserts the justice and 
necessity of such reduction ; but 
it ealls for nothing that shall not be 
equitnble ; and, above all things, 
it prays fur such measures as 
would be likely to produce general 
content and harmony in the ef- 
fecting of such reduction. This 
is what Mr. Western and my 
Lord Stourton omit todo. They 
seem to think that a reduction can 
be effected, leaving the enormous 
emoluments in the hands of the 
particular families, and leaving 
the immense property of the 
Church wholly untouched. | 
am satisfied that this never can 
be. For my own part, I would 
sooner see every acre of land 
taken from the present possessors 
and given to the funtholders, 
the placemen, the dead-weight ; 
or, given even to real bona fide 


jews, than I would see it preserved 


to the owners by a reduction of 
the interest of the debt, leaving 
the whole of the property com- 
monly called Church property, 
untouched. Why, Sir, there are 
very few of us who have net 
triends and relations, who are 
very dear to us, who are fund- 
holders. I have several. I have 
no particular friend that is a great 
owner of land. I have numbers 
of particular friends -who are 
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ewners of funds, and nothing 
but funds; and several of them, 
too, are so situated as to be unable 
to take their money out of the 
funds. Yet, 1 would have them 
dealt by as I would be willing to 
be dealt by myself, were I in 
their situation. {say that justice 
and the safety and honour of the 
country require that the interest 
should be reduced ; require that 
sacrifices should be made _ by 
these creditors of the nation; 
but will I agree to these sacrifices 
being extorted from the fund- 
holders, while the emoluments 
are left in the hands of the par- 
ticular fumilies, and while the 
great masses of public property 
be suffered to remain in the hands 
of the few? Certainly this is 
what I never should: consent to. 
Let the people have their right 
of election ; let a general ‘adjust- 
ment take place, and Iam for a 
reduction of the interest of the 
debt. If this be refused, then, 
I say, letthe land be transferred 
to tlre very last acre, in the man- 
ner that the transfer is now going 
on. 

Of all the petitions and of all 
the writings in favour of a re- 
duction of the debt, the petition 
from the county of Norfolk -is the 
least open to objection. It prays 
for such a measure only condi- 
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‘tionally. It asks for a reform of 
‘the Parliament before such a 
measure be attempted; it calls 
for sacrifices from all parties; it 
calls for an adjustment of con- 
tracts between man and man; it 
wants to put a stop to the revolu- 
tion in property that is going on; 
it would protect landlord as well 
as tenant from further wrong and 
ruin; it would put an instant stop 
to confiscation of goods and 
estate; it would give security to 
men for what they possess until 
measures of adjustment could be 
adopted ; and, lastly, by the re- 
peal of those taxes which press 
immediately upon the labouring 
classes, it would relieve their 
distresses, which, after all, are 
the distresses first to be consi- 
dered, because they are the dis- 
tresses of the million. 

Let me, therefore, hope, Sir 
that you will ot be drawn im; 
that you will not be drawn aside 
from ‘that path of plain honesty 
by the walking in which you have 
gained the esteem of so large a 
part of that great county ; that 
you will not be drawn out of this 
path into the devious courses, the 
windings and twistings of such 
men as Mr, Norgate. The county 
know: well what they have pe- 
titioned for; and as to the peti- 
tion’s not having been heard in 
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the Hall, those who agreed to it 
know well how to treat the sub- 
terfuge if any one were weak 
enough to attempt to take shelter 
under it. 


In conclusion, I think it right to 


To Ma. 
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years since I began to write about 
it. I have never been wrong with 
regard to it from first to last. I 
have all along been warning the 


‘ministry, warning the Parliament, 
warning the people, warning the 


remind you, that my moving the| landlords, and warning the far- 


petition was not by my own desire. 
However, I am very far from be- 
lieving that the thing was at all 
improper, or that the document 
possesses one particle less of merit 
on that account. It is very clear 
that the county had confidence in 
me. A few weeks back, I, in a 
letter to Mr. Canning, told that 
gentleman that the people of Eng- 
land had more confidence in me 
than they had in any other man. 
I told him that, whether he be- 
lieved it or not, such was the fact. 
And, is not the fact now proved ? 
If the county of Norfolk prefer a 
document presented by me (and 
without hearing it read, too) to a 
document strongly recommended 
by you, have they not made good 
my words to Mr. Canning? The 
truth is this, Sir; the yeomen of 
Norfolk have just as much respect 
and love for you as they always 
have had; but they think that I 
understand this matter better than 
you; and, surely, they have rea- 
son for this opinion. As to this 
great matter, I have never been in 


error. It is now just about twenty 








mers more especially. My en- 
treaties have been so frequent and 
so earnest; my predictions have 
been so positive and so particular ; 
and, at last, they have all proved 
to be so true, not only as to sub- 
stance but as to time and manner ; 
that ungrateful and besotted in- 
deed must be the people in gene- 
ral, and the yeomen in particular, 
if they did not, with a mixture of 
sorrow and of shame with regard 
to themselves, recollect the diffi- 
culties and calumnies through 
which I have persevered ; and if 
they had not, at this hour, not only 
more confidence in me, but far 
more confidence than in any other 
man inthe kingdom. They know 
well that I know their situation 
better than any other man; they 
believe, and they have good rea- 
son to believe, that I have a 
stronger desire than any other 
man has to do them good ; it is 
not a very small portion of them 
that have actually seen me and 
talked with me; confidence is 
catching as well as other feelings 
of the mind ; and it would be sur- 
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prising, indeed, if the result at 
Norwich had not been what it was, 
instead of its being that matter 
of surprise which the brawlers of 
the press have attempted to re- 
present it. 


You will have observed, Sir, 
how these brawlers have endea- 
voured to play upon that weak- 
ness commonly called false pride, 
which they manifestly think to be 
an inhabitant of your bosom. 
How they have been labouring 
tomake you believe that it will 
be a degradation to you to pre- 
sent a petition that-was drawn up 
by me. Many a man has been 
weak enough to split upon just 
such a rock; but, I hope that it 
will not be your fate to become one 
of the number. The questions that 
present themselves with regard 
to the petition will be, not who 
drew it up, not who presented it 
to the meeting ; but, it being now 
the petition of the county, whether 
its allegations be true, and whe- 
ther its prayers call for those 
things which are just and neces- 
sary? When a treaty is made 
with a foreign power; when any 
public document is brought to 
light, the question is not who 
wrote it, but who signed it; and 
that will be the question here as 
far as the origin of the petition is 
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concerned. I presented to the 
county for its consideration and 
adoption if it pleased, that which 
I thought its necessities required ; 
I did my duty in presenting it to 
the county; the county has done 
its duty in approving of it and 
putting it into your hands; and 
I am to be persuaded by nothing 
but proof of the fact, that you are 
to be driven from the performance 
of your duty by the envious cla- 
mour of a set of bullying news- 
papers. Of one thing I am con- 
vinced, at any rate, and that is, 
that there will be other counties 
who will think it their duty and 
make it their pride to follow the 
example, and strictly to follow 
the example of the sensible and 
public-spirited yeomen of the 
county of Norfolk. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient and 


Most humble Servant, 


Wx. COBBETT, 











TO THE 


YEOMEN OF NORFOLK. 


An Answer to the Norwich Mer- 
cury of last Saturday ; that is, 


of 11 January. 


Uphusband, Tuesday, 14. Jan. 18253. 
AsENTLEMEN, 


Every week, until the “ Nonr- 
rotk Yeoman’s Gazerte” shall 
start, it is my intention to address 
The first object 
of these letters will be to defend 


a Letter to you. 


you against the misrepresentations 
and calumnies of the Mercury, 
that is to say, of Messrs. Burks 
and Ainderbrook of Cockey-lane, 
Norwich. 
that we are very weak indeed, if 
we be*angry with the dog that is 


set to bite us, and not with those 


For, you will observe, 


who keep the dog, and who set 
him on. If my dog kill, or tear, 
or worry, your sheep; it is I that 
must be answerable to you for 
the damage, and especially if I 
know him to be a sheep-biter. 
You are, indeed, justified in 
knocking out the brains of the 


To rue Yeomen or Norrouk. 
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devilish cur if you can get at him ; 
but, in the present case, we can- 
not very well ascertain who the 
cur is; and, then, if it be Mr. 
Bacon, he has no brains to knock 
out. So that we must go, at once, 
to our friends in Cockey-lane; 
and make them the responsible 
parties. 

The misrepresentations and ca- 
lumnies of these men are perfectly 
monstrous, and these I mean to ex- 
pose to suitable detestation. But, 
besides this, there is their igno- 
rance to expose; and this is really 
almost incredible. One would 
hardly suppose it possible for 
men, who have had to do with 
the press for so many years, to 
This 
ignorance would be matter of 
sport, were it not for the reflec- 
tion, that it must, in some degree, 
cemmunicate itself to the readers 
of the paper. Habit makes peo- 
ple, and especially young people, 
take for right and true what they 
see in print. Then, even this 
would be of less consequence, if 
the defect were not so fatal. Thou- 
sands of men have been ruined, 
totally ruined, by being led along 
into false hopes by this newspaper. 
It is, as you will presently see, 
still engaged in this work of delu- 
sion. Whether this proceeds from 


be so profoundly ignorant. 
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its ignorance or from its malice, 
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the effect is the same; and that) 
effect ought to be counteracted. 

When the ‘“ Norroix Yxo- 
man’s Gazette” shall have ac- 
tually started, at Norwich, where 
it will be printed and published, 
it will be easy to counteract this 
mischief. I am, indeed, inclined 
to believe, that we shall abate the 
nuisance altogether. After our 
battery shall be fairly opened, it 
will not, I believe, be long before 
the sham fortress in Cockey-lane 
will surrender. Until we open 
our battery, I shall send forward 
a sort of advanced guard every 
week to gall the enemy and to 
scour the country of him. These 
light troops will come in the form 
of open half-sheets, price three 
halfpence, one half only of which 
is to be the price to the vendors, 
The other half they will have for 
their trouble. So that, if any 
gentleman choose to send for a 
parcel to put into the hands of a 
labourer out of employ, in order 
that he may carry them about the 
country, such gentleman has only 
to write to the Register Office, 
No. 183, Fleet-street. A suffi- 
cient supply will, of course, be 
sent to the vendors of the Register 
at Norwich, Lynn, Yarmouth, and 
Bury St. Edmunds. 

Now, then, Gentlemen, let us 
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cury, and see whether it be not 
high time that something were 
done to rescue the county from 
the imputation of giving currency 
to such a jumble of ignorance and 
malice. The paper that I have 
before me professes to take “a 
‘‘ review of the political transac- 
‘ tions of the past year.” I shall 
not insert the whole of this article ; 
but, I should be glad to know if 
any man of you have read it 
through; for, that man, if there 
be such man, I declare to surpass 
Jos in the virtue of patience. The 
writer begins his ** review” thus: 

“ We now sit down to our usual 
‘task of reviewing the political 
“transactions of the past year. 
** One subject may be said to have 
‘‘ engrossed the public mind and 
‘* almost to have occupied the whole at- 
‘“* tentiun of Parliament, for nearly 
‘* all the grand debates during last 
‘“‘ Session were either incident to 
‘‘ or aroge out of ‘ THE DisTRESSEs 
“ OF THE AGRICULTURAL CLASSES.’ 
‘ And it is this subject, which, ra- 
‘* ther more formidable than improved 
‘** in the appearances it presents, is 
** still the question upon which the 
** whole prosperity of the country still 
“ hinges.” 

Do you understand this? You 
understand that he sat, and did 
not stand; while he was hammer- 
ing something out of his head ; 
you can guess, that he meaned to 
say, that the subject had occupied 
almost the whole of the attention, 
instead of having “ almost occu- 





look at the last Saturday's Mer- 


pied the whole attention ;” that is 
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to say, not having quite occupied 
any part of it: you can, possibly, 
guess at his meaning here ; but,to 
guess at the rest; to guess at how 
“ furmidable” stands opposed to 
“improved,” as applied to the 


’ 


“ appearances” of a “ subject ;” 
to guess how the “subject” be- 
comes “ the question,” and how 
the “ prosperity ” of the country 
“hinges” upon the “ subject,” 
so become the “ question ;” to 
guess at these I defy you and all 
your successors for fifty genera- 
Strip the thing 
of the mere cramming or wad- 
ding, and it stands thus: “ This 


** subject is still the question upon 


tions to come. 


“‘ which the prosperity hinges.” 

These are the very first three 
sentences of this renowned “ re- 
view” of the “political transac- 
tions of the past year.” We 
shall, I dare say, see enough of 
this as we go on; but, it is the 
ignorance of this writer as to the 
causes of your suffering, and as to 
what is necessary to be done to 
save those of you who are not 
already ruined: it is this igno- 
rance which is most worthy of 
your attention. The writer talks 
about the distress of agriculture; 
about the revenue; about Ire- 
land; and about our foreign 
affatrs. 


As to the distress of agricul- 


To rue YeomEN oF Norrouk. 
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ture, he quotes some fanciful es- 
timates of a whimsical man of the 
name of Lowe to show, that we 
can now bear a taxation of forty- 
five millions a-year! You will 
observe, that, in 1790, the taxes 
did not amount to more than twelve 
millions a-year, You will also 
observe, that farm produce is as 
low now as it was then. You 
know that farmers did not roll in 
money in 1790. How, then, are 
you to believe, that, with the 
prices of 1790, you can pay your 
share of forty-five millions of 
taxes? But, now let us hear 
what Cockey-lane says in sup- 
port of this: 

“This view of the case is by 10 
“means so desperate as our revo- 
** lutionary politicans would have the 
“* ignorant believe. It accords very 
‘nearly indeed with our precon- 
* ceived opinion —that it is quite 
‘“* within the power of industry, «- 
“* creased by a better combination 0/ 
“the elements of wealth— by the 
‘“‘ conversion of our paupers into 
‘“* productive labourers by means 0/ 
** cupital, and by economy in the re- 
““ duction of our establishments, 10 
‘* bring our resources in a very short 


** time even above our additional bur- 
“ dens,” 


What can this Cockey mean! 
What can he mean by “ a better 
combination of the elements of 
wealth?” Where is the “ capital,” 
that he talks about, to come from? 
What does he mean by “ reduc- 
tion of establishments,” and that 
too, you see, when, in the same 
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: breath, he talks of bringing our 


‘resources even above our bur- 
dens ;’ that is to say, making us 
able to pay all, and more than all, 
of the present taxes! What does 
all this mean, then? Why, it means 
nothing ; or it means political 
roguery in Cockey-lane. It has 
no meaning at all; or it means 
bidding for the support of the tax- 
eaters, by accusing of revolu- 
tionary designs, all those who wish 
to put a stop to that which Mr. 
Wesrern truly calls the “‘ conjis- 
cation and robbery,” which are 
now going on against the landlord 
and the farmer. Men are daily 
losing their estates ; others their 
capital ; the fundholders and other 
tax-receivers are taking the estates 
and capital away. The drones 
are devouring the honey, and the 
bees are on the point of perishing. 
A stop is wanted to be put to this: 
and at this moment Cockey-lane 
sends forth its doctrine of ‘ better 
combinations,” to enable the con- 
fiscatorstogo on! Itsays (if there 
be meaning in words) that some 
trick can be found out to make us 
bear even more taxes than we now 
pay; though Mr. Tuurret’s re- 
solutions, of which Cockey approv- 
ed, said the present taxes were not 
to be borne ! 

However, this is a fine speci- 
men of unmeaning stupidity. It 
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is pure inanity. The London 
press is bad enough ; but that of 
Cockey-lane beats it. I defy 
any human being to understand 
what this writer means here. 
Wigs and gowns (for men, I 
mean) were invented to hide the 
ignorance of the wearers. Cockry 
Bacon has no wig or gown, and 
therefore he resorts to obscu- 
rity of language. He thinks, 
like the Scotch feelosefers, that by 
writing in a way not to be under- 
stood, he shall cause you to look 
upon him as learned. When the 
brook is clear, you see to the bottom 
and find it shallow. ‘“T1l make 
my puddle muddy,” says Bacon, 
‘‘ and then they will think it deep 
as the sea.” This old recipe of | 
Dean Swirt is, however, unsuited 
to the present times, Men have 
not money to fling away upon 
writings which they cannot under- 
stand ; and, Gentlemen, I beg you 
to be assured, that, when you read 
any thing attentively, and cannot 
understand. it, it is the offspring 
of ignorance. One object, at any 
rate, of the writer, ought to be to 
make his readers understand him. 
If he fail in that, of what use are 
his writings? And, if they be of 
no use, why throw away money 
upon them? And, especially, 
when he-is (as far as he has 
power) endeavouring to complete 
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your ruin, and is abusing you into 
the bargain. 


The Revenue is the next topic 
in the annual review of Cockey 


Lane. 


** And as it has been shown too sa- 
« tisfactorily to admit the smallest 
*« doubt, that our system of a sink- 
«ing fund has entailed a vast loss 
“upon the public, and that there 
‘« is every reason to anticipate that 
« the calculations of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, in the last Ses- 
‘sion, will be found to have no 
‘more truth than the promises of 
‘the former years, itis plain that 
‘ our system of finance must, to be 
‘ efficacious, undergo some new and 
extensive modification, by which it 
‘“may be made not only to bear 
“more equally upon the monied, 
the manufacturing, and the land- 
ed interests, byt lurger in tts avail- 
“able revenue, The deficit of the 
last quarter ending Oct. 10, was 
£805,598 ; the deficiency of the 
last, ending Jan. 5, was £396,976, 
as compared with those of last 
“ year.” 


> 
© 


La 
. 


* 
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This is a sheer falsehood. There 
is no deficit ; that is to say, ac- 
cording to the accounts published 
from the offices. 1 never believe 
im those accounts any more than 
I do in Dr. Eapy’s advertisements. 
The offices put forth just what they 
please; and who, except Mr. 
Bacon, ever volunta rily puts forth 
any thing against himself? How- 
ever, Cocke y-lane goes upon these 
accounts ; and these accounts (al- 
lowing duly for taxes repealed) 
make out an increase. I do not 








see why there should bea décrease. 
This weak creature is bothering 
his head about “ extensive modi- 
fications” of finance ; but, then, he 


prates about making the finance 


(mind him!) “* larger in its avail- 
able revenue”! Good God! what 
does the man meant He must 
mean roguery, it does not signify 
talking. 


Gentlemen, as to revenue, the 


fact is (as was shown Jast year, in 
my ten Letters to Landlords) that 
every landlord and every farmer 
in the kingdom may be totally 
ruined, and the revenue may keep 
on increasing. When the farmers 
of France were (before the revolu- 
tion) mere vassals; the revenue 
was greater than it is now. In the 


East Indies, soldiers are planted 


round the farmer’s fields and in his 


homestead, to take all the erop 


away except just enough to keep 


him and his labourers from starv- 
ing. But, this gives a monstrous 
revenue, - At present the estate of 
the landlord and the capital of the 
farmer, are taken away in revenue ; 
and, if the whole of these were’ to 
be taken away, the Government 
would, like those in the East In- 
dies, become, in fact, the sole pro- 
prietor; buat, the revenue might 
still mcrease, instead of falling off. 
This is the plain common sense 
view of the matter. ‘This is the 
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answer to the government boast- )in Ireland is the thing that shows 


ings about inerease of revenue. 
But, what answer do these boast- 
ings find in the ‘* extensive modi- 
fications” and “ larger available,” 
of Cockey Bacon? The man 
knows nothing at all about the 
matter. 


In Ireland, Cockey sees, that 
the Marquis Wellesley “ has al- 
ready given proofs of his vigorous 
mind.” In what, Cockey? In the 
answers, the pompous and childish 
answers to addresses almost from 
companies of washerwomen, about 
a bottle, flung at his head in the 
Never did mortal 
man before witness such vigour 
of mind! Why, the addressers 
themselves seem to have been 
laughing all the while. The 
Grand Juries tell the Marquis 
what the Protestants mean ; for, 
as to Orangemen, what are they 
but the Protestant powers, reli- 
gious, civil and military’? No- 
thing is to be done against Orange- 
men, without putting an end to 
Protestant mastership. If it be 
meaned to do away the Protestant 
Church, then, indeed, there is 
some sense in talking about put- 
ting down Orangemen. Other- 
wise it.is nonsense to talk of any 
such thing. Mr. Hume’s propo- 
sition for taking away the tithes. 


play-house ! 


‘vigour of mind.” 


Cockey next comes to our Fo~ 
reign Affairs, in which he is full 
as profoundly read as in other 
matters. 


‘* The changes in the adminis- 
‘‘ tration, both as they relate to 
‘* Treland and to England, and as 
‘* they affect our foreign and do- 
‘** mestie policy, appear however to 
‘* meet in some degree the requisites of” 
“the time. LorD WELLESLEY’S 
‘“‘vovernment is unquestionably 
‘‘ directed against that exclusive 
“ principle which has been so fatab 
*to Ireland, while Mr. CANNING’s 
‘‘ministerial acts consist better 
‘‘with the free sentiments of the 
‘* country than did those of bis ua- 
‘‘ fortunate predecessor. We re- 
‘“‘ fer to Naples, and to Spain and 
“ Portugal, as exhibiting the traits 
“to which we allude. Italy was 
‘“‘ surrendered to: the despotism of 
‘the Holy Alliance. On the con- 
“trary, our counsels have been, 
‘* it should seem, employed, and with 
“ effect, in preventing the atlacks of 
“ France upon Spain.” 


Do you know what “ meeting 
the requisites of time ” may mean ? 
Do you understand what he means 
by “free sentiments of the coun- 
try?” However, it is the man’s 
profound ignorance as to the fact ; 
it is this that we have to notice 
here. You see that, though it is 
notorious that France is actually 
preparing to invade Spain; though 
it. is equally notorious that our 
government openly declares that 
France has. a right to do this; 




































though it is notorious, that our go- 
vernment is acting almost in a hos- 
tile manner against the Cortes: 
notwithstanding all this, Cockey, 
repeating the old ten-times refuted 
assertions of the Stock-Jobbing 
prints of London, very coolly says, 
that ‘our counsels have been, it 
“would seem, employed with ef- 
** fect, in preventing the attacks 
“ of France upon Spain!” Oh! 
“it would seem,” would it? It 
would seem, Mr Bacon, that thou 
art a precious ninny! And what 
*‘ attacks” dost thou mean * Thou 
art, verily, a hopeful pilot to-the 
politicians of Norfolk. 

The fact is, as to this matter, 
those who have had the greatest 
influence with the vile press in 
London, were deeply interested in 
keeping up the price of Spanish 
Stock. Thousands upon thou- 
sands have, I dare say, been paid 
for paragraphs tending to this 
effect. And, the good of it is, that 
Cockey Bacon has not only swal- 
lowed these paragraphs as con- 
taining gospel truths, but he keeps 
pumping them up after they are 
laughed at in London, even by 
the jobbing prints from whom he 
took them. Thousands of persons 
have been ruined by these para- 
graphs. The Sratesman did its 
best to prevent this; but, it la- 
boured almost in vain for many 
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weeks. Now, indeed, the public 
sees the value of its endeavours, 
and, accordingly, looks towards it 
with confidence. 


Such, Gentlemen, is the “ Re- 
view” of Cockey Bacon! Igno- 
rance equal to his is rarely to be 
found ; but, it is by no means in- 
ferior in point of magnitude to his 
malice. In his last Saturday’s 
paper he has a commentary on 
the proceedings of the late County 
Meeting. I shall insert the whole 
of this commentary ; and then offer 
you some few remarks on it. Af- 
ter quoting a long and abusive pas- 
sage from the savage and _ fast- 
sinking Ouv Times, Cockey Ba- 
con proceeds thus : 


** We have cited the above pas- 
‘“ sage from the first of the English 
** Journals, ** Tue Times,” (and The 
‘* Times is by no means alone in de- 
‘seribing the scorn and ridicule 
“ which justly light upon the Coun- 
ty) in order to shew what are the 
‘first thoughts of all honest men 
** concerning this disgraceful busi- 
ness. The termination of our 
County Meeting has filled Nor- 
folk with shame and indignation, 
and the rest of the kingdom with 
laughter.and contempt. It is in 
vain that the majority of those pre- 
sent declare they knew nothing of 
what was proposed to them—it 
is vain that they represent it to 
be impossible that any set of men, 
except swindlers and thieves, could 
“ be brought to assent to proposi- 
** tions involving the absolute stop- 
** page of every man's concerns, and 
** unwersal plunder and civil commo- 
‘* tion—the fact is recorded. Mr. - 


sé 


se 
ee 


* 




















177 





“ Coxe and Mr. WopenoussE, and 
‘< thousands of people beside, could 
« not prevent the conclusion they 
‘« so positively deny. Cobbett hav- 
“ing no connexion with the coun- 
“ ty, but by his publications—no means 
‘‘ of power or persuasion but his ta- 
‘‘ lents, of whatever kind they are, 
‘‘ had the address to procure a majo- 
“‘ rity against the weight of charac- 
‘“‘ ter opposed to him in the person 
‘of the one Member, whose life 
“ and fortune have been devoted to 
“the service of agriculture and of 
‘* the county—against the personal 
“regard and public estimation 
‘which attend the other, and all 
“their ‘connexions, and indeed 
‘ against common sense and com- 
*“mon honesty. The more unna- 
“tural and absurd all this ap- 
** pears, the greater the ascendancy 
“of Cobbett’s bare name and de- 
“signs. It is this very fact that 
“makes the matter so much the 
“more important.— There is no dis- 
** puting the fact—so it is—the High 
‘* Sheriff's signature is at the foot 
‘of Cobbett’s petition for revolu- 
“tion, and it is become the peti- 
*‘ tion of the County of Norfolk in 
‘““ County Meeting assembled. The 
2 real strength of the County—the 

sod majority, and a great majority 
“it will be found to be, are how- 
“ ever taking immediate steps towards 
** reversing this triumph of fraud, im- 
‘ pudence, and folly, obtained in 
‘ the name of the County. Hun- 
» dred meetings are calling, ‘ to dis- 
claim all participation in the pro- 
: ceedings of Friday the 3d, and to 
_, Protest against the unjust, frau- 
2 dulent, and revolutionary doc- 
_, ines’ contained in Cobbett’s 
p petition. Let not the great pro- 
_, brietors nor any others imagine 
“that they can escape under the 
_, 'vasion that they were not pre- 
—_ (f any set of men usurp 
oa eir places and use their names 
tor infamous ends, they assent 
_ © those ends so long as they 
_, permit such use of their autho- 

rity. In this case indeed they 
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“ become accessories both before 
“and after the fact—accessories 
“they are to all intents and pur- 
‘‘ poses, every man of them, from 
‘‘ the Duke of Norfolk to the occu- 
“ pant of half adozeplcres. Either 
“the ruin under which agricultu- 


‘¢ rists groan is false or the com-. 


‘“‘ plaints of the sinking tenantry, 
‘not only as a matter of honour 
‘ and humanity, have a title to the 
“ most earnest attention from the 
‘‘ proprietors of the soil, but as a 
‘¢ matter of policy, these most use- 
‘< ful of all men ought to have been lis- 
‘< tened to, and supported by the pre- 
‘* sence and assisted by the counsel 
Both are em- 
‘barked in one vessel, and they 
“sink or swim together. Gentle- 
“men shall now see what they gain 
“by delivering their tenants over 
“to the guidance of such politi- 
*« cians as Cobbett. Indeed we have 
‘‘the authority of Noblemen and 
“* Gentlemen of the highest respecta- 
“bility for saying they regret ex- 
‘*‘ceedingly they were not present 
‘to have assisted in reversing this 
“* proceeding, which covers the county 
** with infamy so long as it remains 
‘‘ uncontradicted.—We_ shall put 
*‘ this thing very plainly. There is 


‘‘not a man of any sense or any - 
“honesty in Norfolk who would - 


‘‘ not gladly reverse this procecd- 
“ing. The whole population of the 
“‘ county is looking up to their na- 
“‘ tural leaders, and as every sound- 


‘hearted individual feels a just. 
‘‘ indignation at being thus held up » 
‘* to the world as a fool ora knave, » 


“« so he reckons upon the just sym- 
‘“‘ pathy of all those whose charac- 


“ters are even if possible more. 
“ deeply concerned than his own, » 
“For what is the distinction - 


“‘which the higher orders most 
“affect? A nice sense of honour, 
“‘ If then they sit silently down and 


“ acquiesce in this atrocious wrong, | 
“ their inferiors can but consider © 


‘“‘ that they are dead to character, 
“ indifferent to the fate of their 


“ connexions, content to endure the — 
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‘* bitterest and most deserved scorn, 
‘© rather than exercise the becoming 
‘duties of their condition; in a 
‘* word, that they lack the honour, 
‘the knowledge, the courage, and 
“the activityAhat ought ever to 
‘‘ appertain to rank and prope~ty, 
‘‘ and to accompany the advantitges 
“of education. To say that doc- 
“trines so pernicious as those of 
‘* Cobbett’s petition, convey their 
own antidote, or that no one thinks 
it worth while to contest with such a 
man, will be represented, will be 
‘*taken to be, and is a mere eva- 
‘*sion. The County has thought 
** proper to meet, Mr. Coke has de- 
‘‘elared that it was most fitting 
for the yeomanry to sign the re- 
quisition, in order to show the 
‘“ universality of the distress and 
of the motive to petition. A 
committee of substantial farmers 
prepared a set of resolutions, 
which he approved, and which 
‘Mr. Wodehouse was not averse 
to accept with a reservation as to 
‘one loosely-worded clause. All 
‘ these gentlemen at least are per- 
sonally committed, and along 
with them, are committed all the 
* sense, and all the honour, and all 
the honesty of the county. There 
“can indeed be little doubt but 
“that Cobbett Aas over-stepped his 
purpose, for no man can new de- 
clare himself the admirer of Cob- 
‘bett’s doctrines, without pro- 
claiming himself a revolutionist in 
the very worst sense of the term, 
‘namely, in that sense by which a 
‘ revolutionist is distinguished as 
** the plundcrer who would pillage the 
* crown, the church, and the public 
creditor, and throw the whole so- 
“ciety into confusion. This j 
** Cobbett has settled definitively.” 


. 
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Let me take this crying com- 
mentary in the order in which it 
lies before me; though my re 
marks shall not, I promise you, 
Gentlemen, be very long—The 
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first thing is an attempt to make 
you believe, that the petition is 
bad, because the Old Times and 
other London prints abuse it. 
Should you think the worse of any 
act of yours because it was cen- 
sured by men whom you despised ! 
I will next week (I have not time 
now) make such an exhibition of 
this London press ; I will make such 
a display of it, as shall make a 
man of any feeling shudder at the 
bare thought of being praised by 
it. I will pull off its mask ; and 
then the vile thing will be able to 
do no more harm. 

One would think this man mad. 
What, “ a majority present,” and 
not able to hold up their hands! 
“A majority” against the petition, 
and yet suffer it to pass! What! 
were they spell-bound? Were 
they bewitched ? Ah! Gentleraen, 
we need not care much about this 
bewitched majority. Ob! what sad 
work! There was Mr.Coke ; there 
was Mr. Wodehouse, the “ natural 
leaders” of the County ; and yet, 
Oh! horrible! there was Cobbett ; 
there was Mr. Coke “ whose life 
and fortune have been devoted ” to 
your service. Stop! How 
has Mr. Coke devoted life and 
inte to yout He has been liv- 
ing a very pleasant life; you have 
given him a seat in Parliament for 
‘many, many years ; and.you have 
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a 4 had none of his fortune ; he has it 
» yet, and you would now prevent 


him from losing it. That matter 
js square, then. There was Mr. 
Coke! There was Mr. Wode- 
house, venerable and beloved! 
There were your “ natural 
leaders!” And there was Cobbett, 
having no connexion with the 
county, having no powers of per- 
suasion ; having nothing at ail for 
hin—Stop— nothing but his pub- 
lications and his talents!” Oh! oh! 
why he had these, then! Aye, and 
so, as Mr. Coke and Mr. Wode- 
house had not these, you made a 
mistake, and took me for the *‘ na- 
tural leader” instead of them! 
What a mistake! Well; but why 
cry about it? Have another County 
Meeting, and then the mistake can 
be rectified, you know, Mr. Bacon. 
But, none of your “ Hundred- 
Meetings” !—none of your hole- 
and-corner meetings, like those 
held by parsons and tax-eaters 
against the poor Queen! None of 
this unless you wish to be a jest for 
everlasting. God bless us! They, 
in Cockey-lane, have’ not only a 
majority of the county, but a ma- 
jority of those who were present ; 
and they have ‘the “ whole popu- 
lation ;” and yet Cockey Bacon 
cries aloud for hole-and-corner 
meetings! 

With such ravings it is’ waste 
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of time to attempt'to reason. But, 
Gentlemen, pray mark-the direct 


falsehoods ; the direct and ma- 


licious falsehoods of this article. 
Your petition is called revolution- 
ary; and it most explicitly de- 
clares your anxious wish that the 
constitution of your fathers may 
descend to your children. You 
are accused of wishing to plunder 
the Crown ; and this, because you 
suggest, that certain estates, in 
which the king and his family have 
no property, from which they re- 
ceive not a farthing, which have 
been transferred from the crown 
to the public nearly a hundred 
years, and which you suggest may 
be sold in order to help pay off 
the public debt, instead of being 
kept to yield the public next to 
nothing !—You are aecused of a 
wish to plunder the Church; and 
this because you suggest, that a 
part of the public property, com- 
monly called Church property, 
may be applied to help to pay off 
the public debt, knowing, as you 
do, that it is all public property, 
that the Parliament has, at differ- 
ent times, taken parts of it from 


the Church, that a part of the 


tithes are now private property, 


that the Duke of Devonshire owns 


the tithes of twenty parishes in 
Ireland, and knowing, too, that 


Mr. Hume made a motion, during 
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the last Session, for appropriating 
the whole of the Church property 
in Ireland, and means to make 
another such motion during the en- 
suing Session. You know, that, 
when the tithes were first granted, 
the clergy maintained the poor 
out of them. You know well that 
they do not do this now. And yet, 
you are accused of a wish to plun- 
der the Church, because you sug- 
gest that a part of this immense 
mass of public property may be 
applied to the liquidation of the 
public debt.— You are accused 
of wishing to plunder the public 
Creditor; because you suggest 
that an “ equitable adjustment” 
of his claims ought to take place. 
You before suggest that he may 
be partly paid off by an appro- 
priation to that purpose of Church 
and Crown estates. You only call 


for an “ equitable adjustment ;” 
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thing but “an equitable adjust. 
ment of his claims.” Cockey Ba- 
con praises Mr. Wopruovse and 
Mr. Tuurrety, and calls you 
plunderers !—Lastly, you wish for 
an “equitable adjustment of all 
contracts between man and man ;” 
and to give time for this, you pray, 
that, for one year, the farmer and 
mortgager may remain undisturb- 
ed by the severe process of dis- 
traint and ouster. You pray that 
wrong and ruin may be stayed 
for a little, that all may be amica- 
bly and equitably adjusted. And, 
therefore, you are accused of a 
wish to “ throw the whole soctety 
into confusion !” 

The man is mad. He must be 
mad ; and, indeed, when we cone 
sider what he has had to endure 
for the last three weeks, we cannot 
be surprised, that a head like 


his, manifestly never very steady, 


Mr. Wesrern contends for a de-|should have been thrown quite 


duction from him of one-half at} off its pivot. 


least. Mr. Wopeuovse agrees 


with Mr. Western. Mr. Tuvr- 


TELL calls for a deduction from 
the fundholder. You ask for no- 





We will now, if you please 








Gentlemen, wait for the proceed- 
ings of the hole-and-corner peo- 
ple; but, keeping in our minds a 
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thought or two about “ natural 
leaders.” You see, that the effort 
to he made is of this sort: to put 
Mr. Coke forward, and, by the 
weight of his name, to beat you 
off your ground. Observe, Mr. 
Cockey Bacon says, that he has 
“the authority of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen of the highest respect- 
ability for saying, that they regret 
exceedingly they were not present 
to have assisted in reversing this 
proceeding!” Mad again! Why 
not name them, Mr. Cockey Ba- 
con? Noblemen and Gentlemen 
without names are odd sort of 
people ! 

Fudge, Gentlemen. A hum. 
Mr. Cockey Bacon has had no 
such authority given him. But, 
if he have, what is that to you? 
And, as to Mr. Coke’s life and 
fortune, you have, if it come to 
that, done more for him than it 
hag been possible for him to do 
for you. And, are you now to give 
up your own judgment and your 
last shilling along with it, because 


Mr. Coke may, in consequence of 


his connexions and ties, not like 
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to brave the attacks of a set of 


bullying newspapers, owned by, 
and conducted for the benefit of, 
bands of Jews and Jobbers? I 


know your answer ; and I remain, 


Gentlemen, 
Your faithful Friend, and 


Most obedient Servant, 


Wma. COBBETT. 





P.S. I can now positively 
assure you, that the Ministers are 
resolved to stick to Mr. Peel's Bill. 
They have taken their determina- 
tion. So that, mind, the Country 
Banks will be compelled to pay 
their notes in gold from the first 
of May next. The estates must 
go from -those who receive no 
taxes. No rent can be paid, ex- 
cept out of capital. If Mr. Cockey 
Bacon had been telling you of these 
resolutions of the Ministers, in- 
stead of calumniating you, he 
would have been doing his duty. 
But, the truth is, he knows nothing 
at all about the matter. He is only 
fit for what is, in London, called 








































- <3. fe 
ane... 2 line a 


= — 


_ 

~ nib « —- 

ea 
. 


nn et Re eee 
ee nt a ee 
: . ~ 


—EEE 
ee 


ee ee 


Oe TT TE LTC AES A A ete te RSE 
- < 
ee 








— . 





187 Markers. 188 


a “ shear-editor ;” that is to say, 
a man who works with shears, or 
scissors, and not with a pen: a 
man that cuts pieces out of other 
newspapers to put into that of his 
employer. A very useful occu- 
pation: I have nothing to say 
against it. But, Gentlemen, such 
a county as Norfolk and such a 
city as Norwich are worthy of 
something a little better than a 
“ shear-editor;’’ and something 


better they shall have —One short 





piece of advice. If any of you 


have money lodged in country) 


| 
banks, take it out before the first 


of May; tunf if into gold and| 


' es 
keep it. Give it your wives to 


keep - they will know how to take | 


care of it. 





MARKETS. 


Since our last, a circumstance 
has occurred which convinces us 
that our suspicions with regard to 
our correspondent W. R. were 
well founded. We said that it 
was W. R. and not ourselves that 








had been misled by some “ inte- 
rested person.” To-day, a gen- 
tleman, representing himself as 
coming from Elbow-lane, called at 
our Office, and stated that he had 
a letter from W. R. ordering 500 
firkins of Belfast butter of frst 
quality at 76s. Now W. R. pro- 
bably knows, at any rate the gen- 
tleman from. Elbow-lane knows, 
that Belfast butter is rarely, if 
ever, shipped in large quantities, 
all of first quality ; and W.R. 
himself admits that the inferior 
qualities, seconds, thirds, and 


fourths, are now very difficult to 


be sold. He knows also that our 
quotations are always understood 
to be for first qualities together 
with the customary proportions of 
inferiors ; and that firsts alone are 
hardly ever to be had (particularly 
at this time of the year) without 
paying an additional price. We 
wish to observe, too, that our report 
is made up on Thursday morning ; 
and, consequently, cannot give 
the markets later than Wednes- 
day : it would be ridiculous, there- 
fore, to suppose that we hold our- 
selves bound for a whole week. 
We have known an alteration of 
10 or 15s. per ewt. in a few days ; 
owing, perhaps, to a sudden an- 
nouncement of a Punic Auction 
or some such thing. In short, the 


baer: from Elbow - lane 
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knows perfectly well that if an of- 
fer be not accepted on the day on 
which it is made, the party ma- 
king the offer is released.--- 
As we before observed, we ap- 
peal from all “* interested”’ per- 
sons, to the Cheesemongers of 
London ; who are the best judges 
of the correctness of what we pub- 


lish, and who desire nothing but 
the TRUTH. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, for the week end- 
ing 4th January. 


Per Quarter. 


Ss. da, 
Whenk . sivennisttn 39 11 
PO oc vpntucsaneel 24 9 
MGUY wiv ccdesaess 23 .7 
OGRE ci vide kbaeened 18 5 
DOM si occatute a 26 5 
TOD *..-cdaanteuee 29 10 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, 4th January. 


Qri. gi a & & 
Wheat 5,597 for 12,597 13 9 Average,45 0 
Barley . .2,804.... 4,485 15 1h.......00. 31 1 
Oats . . 8, 110.... 8,807 Be Biccuvasdec 21 8 
RUG sco Wake Oo © Pisresaes ——_ - 
Beans ..1,512.... BE OW bedetecacane 25 1 
POMS < Kes 832 Rae. BE Datocd coves 32 6 


SMITHFIELD, Monday, Jan. 13th. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 


a wa a 
Rp 3 0to4 2 
Mutton 0 4—4 0 
_ eer 40—5 4 
Ly Pee 3-.4—4 0 

er 0o—0d0 0 


18, 1823. 
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Beasts... 2,211 
Calves .... 140 


Sheep ... 17,830 
Pigs ...... 310 


NEWGATE (same day). 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 


&: a ~-& 


a 2 6to3 O 
Mutton....... 24—210 
eee 3 0—5 @ 
iy) eee 28—4 2 
ee err 0 0—d O 


City, Jan. 15, 1823 
BACON. 


The manufacturers, are again 
giving way: they are now offering 
to ship, some at 25s. and some at 
26s.; and even at these prices it 
cannot be sold here at a profit, un- 
less an advance take place in this 
market. 295. to 
30s.—There is now a little demand 
for old. 


The price here, 


BUTTER. 


The prospect of being for some 
time without Dutch has occasioned 
a little demand for the better kinds 
of Irish, and for the Dorset; but 
all inferior kinds are almost un- 
saleable, even under the present 
very favourable circumstance of a 
severe frost, which must, for the 
present, keep out further supplies. 
—Carlow, 76s. to 82s.—Belfast, 
76s. to 78s.—Waterford and Dub- 
lin, 70s. to 73s.—Cork and Lime- 
rick, 68s. to 70s.— Dutch, 100s, 
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CHEESE. 


This branch of trade is still too 
unsettled to admit of our giving 
prices. A little good Double Glos- 
ter Cheese is wanted: 


Price of HOPS, per Cwt. in the 
BorouGu. 
Monday, Jan, 13.—No alteration 


in the price of Hops since our 
last. 





Maidstone, Jan. 9.—-The Hop 
Trade with us is quite at a stand, 
for there is not enough doing to en- 
able us to say any thing about 


prices. 


Worcester, Jan. 4.— Very little 
business in our Hop Market at 
present ; prices from 56s. to 63s. ; 
few very fine samples 64s. to 70s. 



















